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The MESSENGER

First Church was founded in 1836
Our Mission Statement
“Make a Difference in Someone’s
Life Today”
Authentic, Relationships, Christ-Like
Our Worship Schedule:
Until further notice will be online to
keep people safe and to comply with
Covid-19 directives
Sunday Service: Sunday at 10am
More up to date information may be found
at our Web Site:
http://www.firstmethodistonline.org/

or on our Facebook page

https://www.facebook.com/fumcmtp

Office Hours: Monday - Friday
9:00 am to 12:00 noon

Use the doorbell to notify staff you need
in or call ahead.
Phone: (319) 385-1740
Fax: (319) 385-1745

Our Staff
Rev. David Bracht-Wagner, Senior Pastor
pastordave@fumcmtp.org
Debi Ann Roederer/Beth Walker
office.admin@fumcmtp.org
Debbie Carlson
debbie.carlson@fumcmtp.org
Jerry Lalaga, Organist

Jan Hughes, Saturday Night Pianist
Mark Kimzey, Choir Director
Robert Luth, Custodian

FUMC Mission: Authentic, Relationships, Christ-like

From
Pastor Dave’s Desk
Greetings,
Welcome to Autumn and much like the rest of 2020, this too will not be the same. There
is no Old Thresher’s Reunion this year, so no gearing up and recruiting volunteers to support
the United Methodist food booth. There are plans underway to do a fundraiser or two involving Methodist Meatloaf, so be on the lookout for that to happen in October and/or November.
School is preparing where students, teachers, and those who support the education of our
young people will be returning to buildings, but it will not look the same and we aren’t sure
for how long they will be able to stay in-person. (Praying for safety, patience, encouragement, and grace for all involved.)
At First UMC, we are also preparing for the Fall season, knowing that it too will look different. We are determining ways in which we may worship that are safe for all involved. We
are creating new ways of doing Christian Education that will allow our programs to function
and people of all ages to learn and grow as disciples of Jesus Christ. We continue to do ministries that fit with our values, visions, and goals. We are trying to be Authentic as we build
Relationships, and live our lives in a Christ-like manner.
We continue to build pathways of communication in order to share effectively and efficiently with all of our members. This is perhaps one of our more challenging tasks. It involves learning new ways of communication via online calls, emails, and texts as well as connecting through paper mail, phones, and when possible person to person conversations. All
of these involve maintaining, updating, and sometimes re-creating contact information.
If you or someone you know has moved, changed numbers, or email addresses, let the
church office know so we can work to keep them in the loop. If you would be willing to assist in our Communication Ministries, let me (pastordave@fumcmtp.org) or the office
(office.admin@fumcmtp.org / 319-385-1740) know.
They say hindsight is 20/20, but while your living it you can’t always see clearly. May we
help one and other to not only see clearly, but keep connected. Pray for our church leadership, our community, our schools, students, faculty and staff.
John 15:1-7
Be bold, be strong,
Pastor Dave

Let’s talk. Seriously, Pastor Dave and other church leaders would
like to hear your thoughts. We will meet on Zoom at 7pm. https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/7733413689
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Dear Friends,
I wanted to write to you to say THANK YOU so much for all your sweet notes, gifts,
thoughts, and prayers throughout my transition from Mt. Pleasant to Ida Grove, Your care
and encouragement both while I was your associate pastor and throughout my transition
have been so appreciated. I am humbled by and grateful for each of you.
Several of you have asked me about our move and how things are going. All went well
with our move, and we praise God for theat. Moving in the midst of a pandemic has certainly been interesting, and I would not recommend it to anyone! Even so, my family is settlilng
in nicely here in Ida Grove. We have been welcomed and embraced by
this church community and things are going well. Carl is also off to a
great start in his churches in Correctionville and Cushing. The girls are
settled in and will be starting school soon.

I pray you all are doing well, and I know you will continue to do wonderful things in the community of Mt. Pleasant. Thank you all again for
all your love and support. I thank God fore each of you.
Peace and Blessings, Pastor Luann

The cookbook committee of United Methodist Women
has reduced the price of our Fall 2012 cookbook,
"A Feast of Food and Fellowship" to $8.00!!!
This cookbook has been very popular but it is time to sell more! The book is a great gift...for
wedding showers...for daughters and sons...for grandchildren/nieces/nephews...for hostess
gifts. Remember, this cookbook has all the old
Methodist favorites including the Old Threshers
meatloaf and beef burger...both in quantity
recipes and family size recipes plus many
many new recipes from all the great
cooks and bakers in our church!!
Please stop by the church office or
call 319-385-1740 or 319-931-2683.

Join Pastor Dave for a time of fellowship and
visiting each Wednesday afternoon from
2:00-4:00 pm at the Parsonage
Patio. In the event of bad weather, the gathering will be moved to the garage with open
doors. Please call the church office at 319385-1740 to reserve your spot!
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Please Pray For Healing and Support
Up to date as of August 24th 2020

Please pray for our nation and the world as it deals with
the COVID-19 Pandemic.
















Carson Harvey & her family (Patty Carson’s Granddaughter)
Joy Conwell as she faces some health concerns
Kylor Miller, son of a friend of Dave and Marci Adams who was in a
serious accident for prayers for healing
Andrew (nephew of Marci & David Adams) as he faces a recent
return of some health concerns.
Dennis Nellor– healing and peace
Sharon Davis-healing & recovery
Richard Jensen, cousin of Bruce Hucker as he battles cancer.
Pastor Melisa Bracht-Wagner for recovery.
Our shut-ins who are homebound those in Care Centers
Missionaries Drs. Lynn and Sharon Fogelman
Our armed service members who are serving throughout the world.
Emergency Service providers as they go about their work.
Pray for those who have been affected by natural disasters
Iowa Wesleyan University

Together, let us pray for the Church and for the World,
For the Church universal --- its leaders, its members, and it mission…
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers. Silent prayer
For the people of this congregation…
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers. Silent prayer
For those who suffer and those in trouble…
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers. Silent prayer
For the concerns of this local community…
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers. Silent prayer

And Now, a “Note” from the Music Department….
Chancel Choir Director Mark Kimzey and Ringtones Bell Choir Director
Jerry Lalaga welcome any and all who would like to join in the ministry
of music. However, rehearsals for full ensembles are NOT going to start after Labor Day
as they have in the past. Music for worship – at least for a while – will be provided by
small groups. If you have participated in one of the choirs in the past, Mark or Jerry will
be in touch to see if you would like to be part of a small group. If you are interested in
small group participation for the first time, please contact the church office, and they
will get Mark and Jerry in touch with you. Anyone who would like to be a soloist (vocal or
instrumental) and/or song leader is very welcome to contact one of the directors as well.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

We will have Sunday School available to people of all ages after Labor Day.
There will be online studies available through Amplify Media a production of
Cokesbury. We will have virtual classes for discussion and fellowship. These virtual classes will be available either in partnership with or in replacement of our
in-person classes depending on what is happening and how we are able to come
together.
Your Christian Education Ministry Team is working to also make available a nontech option for those who want to have a Christian Education experience, but
prefer a non-digital format. There are several personal studies available in our
church library and we would be more than happy to assist in delivering them to
people as they need.
We are looking to people to help plan and make
worship happen. This does not mean standing in
Themes for the weeks ahead:
front of the congregation. It does mean helping to
Aug. 30 - A Celebration of Creation
create the atmosphere, through decorations,
finding
or creating images or videos that help to tell
Sept 6- - Sept. 20—No Fair!
the message. If this is you or you know of
Sept. 27 - Oct. 25—The Enemies of Gratitude someone, contact the church office 385-1740 or
office.admin@fumcmtp.org
Nov. 1 - Nov. 22—Attitude of Gratitude

Worship

For the world, its peoples, and its leaders…
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers. Silent Prayer
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2020 Hospitality Team * = Team Leaders
September Hospitality Team
We have supplies for 100 school kits at this time. We need 50 more to reach our goal of 150
School Kits. If you would like to sponsor one school kit for $15.00, Awesome!! If you
would like to bring additional supplies to the church, that is awesome, too! Starting in September will are shifting our focus from School Kits to Personal Dignity Kits. The contents
are list below and may be brought to the church for drop off.

Student Kit:

Personal Dignity Kit “PDK”

3 Notebooks - 1 subject spiral 8’x10 ½’
1 pencil eraser 2” or larger, remove package
1 pair of student round tip scissors
1 pencil sharpener 1”, remove package remove package
1 box of 12 colored pencils

1 Bath Hand Towel – No kitchen towels
1 Adult Tooth Brush – No multipacks
1 Bath Washcloth – No kitchen dishcloths
1 Toothpaste – 2.5 oz. or larger
1 Comb – sturdy - no rattail or picks
1 Bar Soap – 3-4 oz.
1 Razor – with guard
1 Shampoo – 15-18 oz
1 Nail Clippers – no files or emery boards
1 Deodorant – 2-3 oz. stick, roll on, or pump
10 Band-Aids – ¾” x 3”

1 ruler 12” long with metric
6 unsharpened pencil—no advertising
1 box of 24 crayons

Place in 1 gallon resealable bag

HELP NEEDED!! with sewing bags
Terri Kennedy and Madonna Warden are busy sewing bags to put the collected
School Kit supplies in and they could use some help. If you would like to volunteer with this great project, please call either Terri at 319-931-2213
or Madonna at 319-961-2147.

Join the Missions Ministry Team!!
The Missions Ministry Team is a group of people who are here to assist people with clean up
or basic maintenance. The main focus will be in times of disaster, but will be available to
assist those who need assistance at other times as well. To join the MM Team, contact our
Team captain, Cam Gardner at ctgardner78@gmail.com.
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Jim and Linda Andrew
Dale Campbell
Eugene and Sandra Christner
Andy Crane
*Michael and Lesa Fitzpatrick
Betty Fuller
Jim and Susan Haffarnan
Timothy Heusel
Betsy Johnston
David and Sara Miller
Ouida Naylor
Darrel and Martha Ridenour
Matthew Schimmelpfennig
*Ava Seibert
Fran Warth
Thomas and Anne Weir

Ronald Buckingham
Dean and Ellen Campbell
Jeffrey Cole
Gary and Carol Dustman
Mason and Nicole Fraker
Patricia Goettsche
*Michael and Anita Hampton
Matthew and Ashley Hobbs
Jerry Lalaga
Matthew and Lisa Miller
Byron and Jody Olson
Jamie Schadt
Debra Schmidt
Rosalie Stipe
Cindy Watson
Esther Wonderlich

Let’s talk. Seriously, Pastor Dave and other church leaders would like to hear your
thoughts. We will meet on Zoom at 7pm. https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7733413689

Updated Church Protocols:
If you have business in the church, we ask that you come to the North West
(back) door between 9:00 am-12:00 noon Monday thru Friday and ring the
doorbell. Someone from the church staff will admit you. There is a hand sanitizing station set up for you to use. We ask that you help protect the health of
other’s in our church family by wearing a face mask/covering. If you do not
have one of your own, we will provide you with one that you may keep.
Please try to limit contact with surfaces as much as possible. Thank you for
your understanding.
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15 - Tuesday
11:00 am Staff Meeting
5:00 pm Christian Education

1st UMC
Our Christian Sympathies to Harriet Waters and her family on the death of
Dale Waters, on Saturday, August 8, 2020. He is survived by his wife
Harriett, and his children, Connie Krieger and special friend Paul Boles,
Mark and Bonita Waters, Chris and Rich Kuckes, all of Mount Pleasant, and Carol
and Randy Cary of Sperry; his grandchildren, Russell Krieger,
Caleb and Kelly Waters, Sam Kuckes, Rachel Kuckes and fiancée
Emily Hauswirth of Mount Pleasant, Alex Cary of West Des Moines and
Jessica Cary of Mediapolis, and one great-grandchild, Emerson Waters.
Memorials may be directed to the Eastern Iowa Honor Flight
Our Christian Sympathies to the Rhonda & Robert Gholson Family and the
Carol & Charles Swailes Family on the death of Rhonda and Carol’s mother,
Effie Pearl Miller. Effie, 90, of the Trenton Community passed away on
Friday, August 7, 2020. Our sympathies to her whole family—her
husband Glen of 69 years, her children Jackie (Jim) Rotenburger of Trenton,
Diana (Ron) Miller of Trenton, and Brad (Kris) Miller of Mt. Pleasant,
eight grandchildren and ten great grandchildren, and her
special friend Sandy Paul of rural Mt. Pleasant.
Memorials may be directed to the White Oak Cemetery or to the
Trenton United Methodist Church in her memory.
Our Christian Sympathies to Allison Lowe & Jacob Lowe on the death of their parents,
Scott and Amy Lowe on August 16, 2020. Scott and Amy died in a plan crash in Osage
Beach. Christian sympathies to Scott’s parents; Tom and Betty Lowe and sister Kristin
Boese & Family, and also to Amy Carlson Lowe’s parents and family. The family had
all gathered to celebrate Tom & Betty’s 55th wedding anniversary. The family had a
private memorial service with a celebration of life planned for later when safety permits a larger gathering. A memorial has been established to honor Scott and Amy;
contributions can be made to Wayland State Bank, 301 S. Main St., MP
Our Christian Sympathies to Kathy Nellor and her family on the death of Kathy’s husband Dennis Charles Nellor on August 20, 2020. Family includes 2 daughters; Natalie
(Justin) Burgus and Rachel (Duane) Bebb, both of Mt. Pleasant and grandson
Garrett Burgus. According to his wishes, Dennis has been cremated. A private family
service will be held Saturday, August 29 at 11:00 with a Facebook Live stream available. The video can be found on the Powell Funeral Home Facebook page as well as on
the website. Visitation will be held Friday, August 28, from 12:00-5:00 pm (family will
not be present). A memorial fund has been established for Henry County Conservation
and Every Step Hospice.
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16 - Wednesday
2:00 pm Pastor’s Patio

All meetings will be held both in person
and online unless directed otherwise by
20 - Sunday - Noisy Offering
the committee chair. When meeting in
10:00 am Worship: In person and
person, we will be wearing masks and
Online
practicing proper distance. Thank you!

1 - Tuesday
11:00 am
5:00 pm
6:00 pm

21- Monday - Messenger Deadline
6:00 pm Generosity Team

Staff Meeting
Outreach/Member/Guest
SPRC

22 - Tuesday
11:00 am Staff Meeting
6:00 pm Ad Council

2 - Wednesday
2:00 pm Pastor’s Patio

23 - Wednesday
2:00 pm Pastor’s Patio

6 - Sunday - Communion Sunday,
Please bring your own juice and
27 - Sunday
bread
10:00 am Worship: In Person and
10:00 am Worship: In person and
Online
Online
29
Tuesday
7 - Monday—Labor Day; offices closed
11:00 am Staff Meeting
8 - Tuesday
30 - Wednesday
11:00 am Staff Meeting
2:00 pm Pastor’s Patio
5:30 pm Missions
6:30 pm Trustees
Meetings will be held both in person and
Zoom so that all may safely attend.

9 - Wednesday
2:00 pm Pastor’s Patio
7:07 pm Youth Yack—Zoom

Please note that our schedule is still very
fluid and subject to change as the church
transitions with reopening. There will be
announcements in the weekly Messenger
or feel free to call the church office for the
most current information.

11 - Friday
10:00 am Card Ministry
13 - Sunday
10:00 am

Worship: In person and
Online
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1
Brain Carter
Ouida Naylor
Terra Newman
Gary Oldt
2
Jennifer Clark
Lauren Menke-Turbett
William Paine
Josephine Thomas
3
Hayden Keefer
Kathy Young
4
Sydney Doak
Emmily Haffarnan
Wayne King
Raymond Stigge
Harriett Waters
5
Timothy Carson
Betty Fuller
6
Ellen Campbell
Zachery Parker
Helen Rogers
Jeffrey Ruschill
7
8
Gordon Hackett
Emmerson Syfert
Peyton Syfert
9
Travis Brown
Harrison Enearl
Justin Gesling
10
Gregory Kinney
Deanna Swan
Chase Wilson
11
Emily Baccam
12

13
Susan Eaves
Cooper Pullis
Ann Riley
Joyce Voss
Jan Williamson
14
Blair Buffington
15
David Beal
Natlie Burgus
Jacob Lowe
Leopold Moeller
16
Catherine Bappe
17
18
Wanda Curtis
Jay Hackett
Paula Kinney
19
20
Abel Alexander
Eva Ford
Blake White
Breanna White
21
Richard Cornick
22
23
Cole Burns
Nelly Latta
Joseph Miller
Jody Olson
Dianne Roth

Molli Wilson
24
Matthew Christner
Steven Dovenspike
Savannah Rice
Darrel Ridenour
Gabrielle Wilson
25
Rebecca Beavers
Randall Keith
Phyllis Klopfenstein
Karley Ruschill
26
Robert Patterson
27
Martha Allen
Lucy Lance
28
Dave Adams
Loraine Baccam
Dixie Crane
Ashley Eaves
Marianne Williams
29
Michael Fitzpatrick
Paul Gugeler
Kaiden Hughell
Leah Robertson
Michael Tometich
30
Doris Aicher
Jean Brombaugh
Ashley Elmore
Kendra Klein
31

Offerings
You may continue to make your offerings
by:.
1) follow the Easy Tithe link on the website
of church Facebook page.
2) Mail your offering to the church office
3) Contact Debbie Carlson to set up automatic payments.

Membership Care
Do you have any membership care news
which needs to be shared? If so, please
send the information to Debbie Carlson, our
membership care coordinator. You may
reach Debbie via email or by phoning the
church office. The church office hours are
9:00 AM until 12:00 PM and 1:00 PM until
3:00 PM Monday through Friday. Please
leave a message for Debbie Carlson.

Finance Update for Month of July 2020

Current Account

Current Account Balance at July 1, 2020:
Receipts:
Pledged & Non-Pledged Giving for July 2020
Transfer of Finance Funds for support of technology from PEF

$

52,935.92
29,468.50
7,500.00

Disbursements for July 2020

(20,128.66)

Change in Liability Accounts
Current Account Balance at July 31, 2020
Less: Payroll Taxes and Credit Card Balance Due
Less: PPP Loan
Less: Apportionments Unpaid for 2020 to Date

(1,088.21)
68,687.55
( 517.40)
(47,600.00)
(23,379.00)

Cash Available at July 31, 2020

$

( 2,808.85)

Missions Account

Missions:
Missions Account Balance at July 1, 2020:
Receipts:
Missions Giving for July 2020
Disbursements for July 2020

$

6,645.37

2,120.50
(2,300.00)

Net Receipts in Excess of Disbursements
6,465.87

Missions Account Balance at July 31, 2020
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