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The MESSENGER

First Church was founded in 1836
Our Mission Statement
“Make a Difference in Someone’s
Life Today”
Welcome, Equip, Send
Our Worship Schedule:
Saturday
5:30 pm in Fellowship Hall
Sunday
8:00 am Worship
9:00 am Sunday School
August thru May
Children’s Sunday School &
Adult Study Groups
10:00 am Worship

Office Hours: Monday - Friday
9:00 am to 12:00 noon
1:00 pm to 3:00 pm

Phone: (319) 385-1740
Fax: (319) 385-1745
Web Site: www.firstmethodistonline.org

Our Staff
Rev. David Bracht-Wagner, Senior Pastor

pastordave@fumcmtp.org

Pastor Luann Benge
pastor.luann@fumcmtp.org
Debi Ann Roederer/Beth Walker
office.admin@fumcmtp.org
Debbie Carlson

debbie.carlson@fumcmtp.org
Jerry Lalaga, Organist
Jan Hughes, Saturday Night Pianist
Mark Kimzey, Choir Director
Robert Luth, Custodian

FACEBOOK: First United Methodist
Church, Mt. Pleasant - group and page
First United Methodist Church Youth,
Mt. Pleasant – page

FUMC Mission: Welcome , Equip, Send

From
Pastor Dave’s
Desk
Greetings,
For most of the world, the Advent/Christmas season is one filled with excitement and potential. What is going to be under the tree? Oh, I hope I get the toy
or outfit or even a Red Ryder Carbine Action 200-shot Range Model air rifle
(just be careful you don’t shoot your eye out)> Bur for some, the season of Advent and Christmas is not exciting, but rather it is sorrowful. It is not a season of
potential, what can be, but a season of sadness for what never will be, or what
was and never again.
For some, this white, winter, wonderland is a dark, dangerous, scary place
where the griefs seem to pile up, the isolation and loneliness are made to feel
even more prevalent. Yet, as a Christian people, we are all part of the body of
Christ. As Paul writes, “if one part of the body suffers or hurts, the whole body
feels the same.” I would encourage everyone to reach out to those you know
who may not have much company this holiday season and share some time with
them. Let them know that even though they can’t be with us each Saturday or
Sunday, that they are still a vital part of the body of Christ. Whatever the case
is, this Christmas let us make a difference in someone’s life by sharing God’s
love with them
Be bold, be strong,

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION UPDATE
The Children’s Christmas Program will be on
Sunday, December 15th during the 10:00 AM
worship service. Please plan to join us for this
very special day, as the children will be eager to
perform their program for you!

Practice for the program will be on Sunday,
December 1st at 9:00 AM, Sunday, December 8th
at 9:00 AM, and Saturday, December 14th
(Time – TBD).

Thank you!!

Change a Child’s Story Ministry

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT OF THIS MINISTRY.
We have given away 4,827 books
to local children because of your
kind generosity.
DID YOU KNOW: Our Church
buys $9,000 to $11,000 worth of
children’s books yearly since the
beginning of this ministry?

Pastor Dave
P.S. Melisa’s surgery will be December 6. My family thanks you for the prayers
and support.
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Please Pray For Healing and Support
Up to date as of December 10, 2019


Andrew (nephew of Marci & David Adams) as he faces a recent
return of some health concerns.
 Phyllis Conner as she continues to do well with her heart.
 Judy Reed for healing and strength.
 Pastor Melisa Bracht-Wagner for upcoming surgery and recovery.
 Our shut-ins who are homebound those in Care Centers
 Missionaries Drs. Lynn and Sharon Fogelman
 Our armed service members who are serving throughout the world.
 Emergency Service providers as they go about their work.
 Pray for those who have been affected by natural disasters
 Iowa Wesleyan University and its impact and importance to the community and Southeast Iowa.

Our Prayers of Celebration
Our Prayers for Christian Sympathy and Love

Together, let us pray for the Church and for the World,
For the Church universal --- its leaders, its members, and it mission…
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers. Silent prayer
For the people of this congregation…
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers. Silent prayer

For those who suffer and those in trouble…
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers. Silent prayer
For the concerns of this local community…
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers. Silent prayer
For the world, its peoples, and its leaders…
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers. Silent Prayer
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From the desk of Pastor Luann…
By the time you read this newsletter article, Advent will be upon
us. For many people, this season represents a lot of busyness.
This time of year is filled to the brim with holiday parties, gettogethers, family dinners, and a host of other activities and excitement. Many people look forward to this time of year with much
joy and happiness. Even so, there are those who, for their own
sound reasons, may not look forward to this time of year with such joy and happiness.
For these people, this season is the most difficult of them all.
One of the most wonderful parts of Advent, in my opinion, is the hope that is found
within it. But, unlike the world in which we live today, this hope is not instantaneous: it
is found through waiting. It is found not in the day-to-day busyness we might experience during this time of year, but in the quiet waiting as we draw closer to celebrating
our Savior’s birth.
For the past few weeks, my mind has been on those shepherds, who were abiding in
the fields on the night of Jesus’ birth. They, too, were waiting in the dark and in the
quiet. They, too, needed the hope the season brings, only they didn’t realize it until they
found the baby, lying in the manger. What a gift that was given to those shepherds in
their waiting!
Perhaps this Advent season, as we find ourselves moving from one activity to another,
we can take the time to slow down and enjoy the hope this season has to offer us. Even
as we enjoy various festivities, we can also enjoy visiting with one another and sharing
with one another. We can hold meaningful conversations and seek ways to connect
with one another in Christian love and fellowship. We can find hope in the waiting.
I pray that as you journey through this season of Advent, you will find much hope,
which will lead you to joy, peace, and love. Then, I pray that you will find ways to pass
on these blessed gifts to other sin our world.
Blessings and peace,

Pastor Luann
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FYI—The office hours of the church are now set as:
Monday through Friday
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Please remember and use the
answering option at the
church if no one answers the
phone or write a note if no
one is present.

As part of a school project,
Maggie Fitzpatrick is working to
educate people about the struggles of living in poverty by hosting a poverty challenge. Particpants will be assigned a role
and have to thrive in a world that
is working against them. The
challenge will take place on December 23 from 1:00 pm3:00 pm at Central Park Coffee Company in MP. Registration is free, but free will donations are accepted to go towards the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation to help support their agricultural sector that provides food to families
in need and helps smallholder farmers produce more
crops.
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December 2019 Hospitality Team * = Team Leaders
Sharon Barron
Robert and Rachel Beatty
Brian and Karen Carter
Grant and Brittany Davidson
Marlin and Eva Ford
Randy and Kathy Hites
*Brian and Arin Jones
*Sally and Richard Kinney
Suzanne Krieger
Debra Mabeus
Rick and Prudy Mallams
Matthew Millspaugh
Randy and Carol Ruggles
Irene Shutt
Richard Tolander
Gary and JoAnne Wiegel
Sandra Williams

Lori Baylor
Martha and Mikayla Brown
*Dale and Danielle Davidson
Curtis and Lisa Dunn
Vada Graber
Clifford Hunsaker
Matthew Kinney
Ellen Krieger
Barbara Leyden
Jerry and Martha Mabeus
Royce and Faye Miller
Kurt Palar
James Schaefer
Thomas and Pamela Tipton
Jason Warner
Marianne Williams
Richard and Jan
Williamson

If any need for hospitality arises during November, the church
office will call the Kitchen Coordinator for the month, Karol
Shaffer who will then contact the month’s hospitality team leaders with necessary information and instructions (how many salads, desserts, workers, etc.) If the first leader is unavailable to
make the calls and requests, the first leader will call the second
leader. The leader will then call down the monthly list until the
need is met (salads, cookies, workers, etc.) By the way, if you
see your name and don’t remember you volunteered for this ministry, you are probably correct. The names of all current church members were divided and placed into
the 12 monthly lists. Think about it as a benevolent draft. Thank you!
Leaders will be advised of the need, the date of the event and the number of people
for whom to plan. Karol Shaffer and Jean Evans prepared a book, “Gospel of the
Kitchen according to Jean,” that is stored under the microwave in the kitchen and in
the church office. Also, the leaders of the previous month, in this case October, are
ready and willing to share their experience and to offer what support and help they
can.
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Nominations

Greetings,
In the video study that coincides with his book Five Marks of a
Methodist: the Fruit of a Living Faith, Steve Harper describes God’s
love like rain falling from heaven. We get what the container we take
out will hold. If we take out a thimble, we only get a thimble full. If
we take out a barrel, we will get a barrel full. Wouldn’t we just prefer to take a raincoat and be drenched in God’s love so much so that
it takes days to dry off.
As our Generosity and Stewardship Committee met and began to
discuss ideas for our 2020 stewardship campaign, the idea that began
to take shape was to fill a bucket. If as we begin to think about our
time, talents, gifts, and support for the ministries of Mt. Pleasant First
UMC, we use Steve Harper’s image of rain filling a bucket or barrel.
The pledge card is going to ask for your support, not just financially, but in each of the ways we vow to support the ministries of Mt.
Pleasant First UMC when we became members. “As members of
this congregation, will you faithfully participate in its ministries by
your prayers, your presence, your gifts, your service, and your witness?” Each of us answered, I will. Some of these are difficult to
measure, others are easier. This year we will have some barrels in the
sanctuary representing these different areas. As pledge cards of participation are returned, we will fill the barrels. Will you help the barrels to overflow?

Your fellow servants in Christ,
The Generosity and Stewardship Committee

The church staff is continuing to work on filling our
committees for 2020, so that they can be effective in leading our church in ministry. We will have copies of the Officers Slate available at the church office and will include
it in the January monthly Messenger. If you are willing to
serve, contact Pastor Dave to share with him the committee you have an interest in serving.

Are you a student in college? Are you a parent of a college
student? Are you a parent of a High School Senior looking to go
on to college or university?
TOP 5 WAYS TO HELP YOUR STUDENTS GET THE MOST SCHOLARSHIP MONEY
FOR THE 2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR

1) Direct them to https://iumf.org/scholarships
2) Have them read through criteria of scholarships relevant to them. We have scholarships designated specifically for high school seniors, student going to non-Methodist
colleges, students going to United Methodist colleges and students going to seminary.
3) Stress the importance of taking the time to write a thoughtful essay that will answer
the question and capture the reader’s attention. Often
times, it is more about what your write than how
well it is written.
4) Submit a completed application through the online
portal before the closing date, March 1, 2020.
5) Have your church set up a scholarship designated to
go specifically to students from your congregation.

THE MESSENGER (USPS 341-140) Published monthly
by United Methodist Church, 309 N. Main, Mt. Pleasant,
IA 52641, 319-385-1740, Fax 319-385-1745. Periodical
postage paid at Mt. Pleasant, IA. Subscription price $1.50
a year. Postmaster: Send address changes to: The
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1
Whitney Barton
Olivia Dale
2
Gregg Crew
Abbie Liechty
3
Chris Stewart
4
Angela Kloberdanz
Emily Rozario
5
6
Melissa Flowers
MaKenzie Sartorius
7
Anne Weir
8
Dylan Burden
Dale Calhoun
Julie Jennings
Prudy Mallams
9
Joseph Goody
10
Calvin Litwiller
Katherine Peiffer
Kelli Snodgrass
11
Olivia Elmore
Roy Ross
Stan Young
12
Francis Barr
Christina Calhoun
Donald Kinney

Hattie Liechty
Mike Peterson
13
Marjorie McDowell
Heidi Snodgrass
14
Justin Oldt
15
Courtney Bowman
Robert Krieger
Timothy Liechty
16
Aiden Blint
Allison Buckert
Barb Snodgrass
17
Logan Calhoun
Betty Hazen
Sally Johnson
Jim Kinney
Douglas Marley
Jean Reschly
Krystal Zeleny
18
Marilyn Young
19
Gary Burns
Donna Gardner
Robert Jensen
Karol Ross
20
Rachel Bebb
Avery Elmore
Kitt Rice
21
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Chloe Anderson
Peggy Iles
Jerry Mabeus
Tabitha Schimmelpfennig
22
Dorothy Boyd
Janice Jones
Suzanne Krieger
23
Trey Jennings
Layke Millspaugh
La lad Phanthouvong
Rhett Reisdorf
Dave Snodgrass
Emma Stewart
24
Leilani Lalaga
Linwood Miller
Justin Smith
25
Dale Vincent
26
Kalvin Hobbs
Rande McAllister
27
Alan Buckert
Grace Davidson
Samantha Shipman
Sheryl Woerdeman
28
Aaron Coe
29
Kevin Elmore
Jacob Johnson
30
Weston Barton
Aiden Humble
Wayne Klopfenstein
Chancey Miller
Samantha Rosell
Madisyn Szewczyk
Mayzie Szewczyk
31
Aric Alexander
Sharon Armstrong
Ann Mallam
Claire Melzer

Missions
December
Project
December brings
one of Mount Pleasant First UMC’s opportunities to support the ministry of the Fellowship Cup. Please donate canned, paper products and/or monetary gifts to this very worthy cause which seeks to help our brothers and sisters in need.

Poinsettias are a wonderful way to brighten the sanctuary for

Christmas. If you would like donate a poinsettia in memory or
in honor of a loved one, we would like to make it easier on you.
The church will order “Traditional Poinsettias” from Hy-Vee wrapped in a gold
foil pot cover for $10.00. Orders must be received by December 13th, 2019.
The flowers will be delivered on Saturday, December 22nd, 2018.
If you wish to select your own, please don’t bring the plant in until Dec. 22nd.
You may pick them up after the Christmas Eve Service on the 24th.
In memory of ________________________________________________________________
In honor of __________________________________________________________________
Given by ____________________________________________________________________
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Blue Christmas Service – 3:30pm December 21 in the Chapel
Blue? Yes, blue as in the blues. As in "I am feeling blue." Not everyone is up and cheery for the Christmas holidays. Dealing with the death
of a loved one, facing life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss
of a job, living with cancer or some other dis-ease
that puts a question mark over the future, and a
number of other human situations make parties and
joviality painful for many people in our congregations and communities. There is a growing attentiveness to the needs of people who are blue at
Christmas. Increasing numbers of churches are creating sacred space for people living through dark
times. Such services are reflective, accepting where
we really are, and holding out healing and hope.

December 24/ Christmas Eve: Are We There Yet? - Love

These services will have a similar sermon, but will have
different formats. Come to one or both. Bring yourself, your family, and your
friends.
5:30 pm Family Christmas with Candlelight

11:00 pm Communion and Candlelight

Advent Sermon Series

A Journey To Bethlehem:
Are We There Yet?
This Advent, we invite you to join in worship on a journey to Bethlehem. Like most
family trips, the question on most everyone’s mind is …
“Are we there yet?”
December 1: Are We There Yet? - Peace
December 8 : Are We There Yet? - Hope

December 15: Are We There Yet? - Joy
December 22: Are We There Yet? - Trust
December 24/ Christmas Eve: Are We There Yet? - Love
December 28 & 29: Are We There Yet? - So What Now?
January 4 & 5: Are We There Yet? - Claiming the Promise/
A Covenant Renewal Service
10
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1st UMC

1 - Sunday First Sunday of Advent
8:00 am Worship in Chapel
9:00 am
Sunday School Classes
10:00 am Worship in Sanctuary
2 - Monday
5:00 pm PEO Chapter XO, FH
3 - Tuesday
1:30 pm Staff Meeting
5:00 pm Outreach/Member/Guest
6:00 pm SPRC
7:00 pm Acappela
6 - Wednesday
9:00 am CCM
3:30 am Kid Adventure Club
5:30 pm Bell Choir
6:30 pm Chancel Choir
7:00 pm Cub Scout Parent Meeting
5 - Thursday
8:30 am Knots of Love
10:00 am Grace Circle, room 109
7 - Saturday
5:30 pm
Worship
8 - Sunday
8:00 am Worship in the Chapel
9:00 am Sunday School Classes
10:00 am Worship in Sanctuary
10 - Tuesday
1:30 pm Staff Meeting
5:30 pm Missions
6:30 pm Trustees
7:00 pm Acappela
11 - Wednesday
3:30 am Kid Adventure Club
5:30 pm
Bells
6:30 pm
Chancel Choir
12–Thursday

9:00 am
13- Friday
10:00 am
14- Saturday
5:30 pm
15 - Sunday

Parents without Partners
Card Ministry
Noisy Offering
Worship
Noisy Offering/
Kid’s Christmas Program
Worship in Chapel
Sunday School Classes
Worship in Sanctuary
Messenger Deadline
Generosity Team

8:00 am
9:00 am
10:00 am
16- Monday
6:00 pm
17 - Tuesday
1:30 pm
Staff Meeting
6:00 pm
Christian Education
18 - Wednesday
3:30 am
Kid Adventure Club
5:30 pm
Bells
6:30 pm
Chancel Choir
19 - Thursday
11:30 am Love Circle @ Sunnybrook
21 - Saturday
3:30 pm Blue Christmas, Chapel
5:30 pm Worship
22 - Sunday
8:00 am Worship in Chapel
9:00 am Sunday School Classes
10:00 am Worship in Sanctuary
24 - Tuesday Office Closed
5:30 pm Christmas Eve Service
10:00 pm Christmas Eve Service
25 - Wednesday Office Closed
26 - Thursday
27 - Friday
28- Saturday
5:30 pm Worship
29 - Sunday
8:00 am Worship in Chapel
9:00 am Sunday School Classes
10:00 am Worship in Sanctuary
31 - Tuesday
1:30 pm Staff Meeting
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Membership Care
Do you have any membership care
news which needs to be shared? If so,
please send the information to Debbie
Carlson, our membership care coordinator. You may reach Debbie via email at
debbie.carlson@fumcmtp.org, or by
phoning the church office at (319) 3851740. The church office hours are 9:00
AM until 12:00 PM and 1:00 PM until
3:00 PM Monday through Friday.
Please leave a message for Debbie
Carlson.

Start by doing
what’s necessary;
then do what’s
possible; and suddenly you are doing the impossible.
—Francis of
Assisi

BUDGET NEWS

CHURCH ATTENDANCE
Oct 26
Oct 27
Oct 27
Total

5:30 p.m.
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

19
13
116
148

Nov 2
Nov 3
Nov 3
Total

5:30 p.m.
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

23
24
135
182

Nov 9
Nov 10
Nov 10
Total

5:30 p.m.
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

23
27
137
187

Nov 16
Nov 17
Nov 17
Total

5:30 p.m.
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

26
29
121
176

Nov 23
Nov 24
Nov 24
Total

5:30 p.m.
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

28
25
117
170

October 2019 — Current Budget
Beginning Balance
Income:
Pledges/Giving
Other Income
Total Income
Expenses:
Liability Difference

$ 11,028.34

Ending Balance
Liabilities:
Apportionments Due
Withholdings/CC

$ 5,964.12

Funds Available:

$(5,351.54)

20,727.50
460.30
$ 21,187.80
(25,287.15)
(964.87)

$(10,685.25)
$ (630.41)

October 2019—Missions Budget
Beginning Balance
$ 10,844.18
Received:
3,508.50
Disbursements:
(5,474.04)
Funds Available:
$ 8,878.64
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