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The MESSENGER

First Church was founded in 1836
Our Mission Statement
“To be a spiritual home that
welcomes, equips and sends
all into the ministry to which
Christ has called us.”
Our Worship Schedule:
Saturday
5:30 pm in Fellowship Hall
Sunday
8:00 am Worship (starting Sept. 9th)
9:00 am Sunday School
August thru May
Children’s Sunday School &
Adult Study Groups
10:00 am Worship

Office Hours: Monday - Friday
9:00 am to 12:00 noon
1:00 pm to 3:00 pm

Phone: (319) 385-1740
Fax: (319) 385-1745
Web Site: www.firstmethodistonline.org

Our Staff
Rev. David Bracht-Wagner, Senior Pastor

pastordave@fumcmtp.org

Pastor Luann Benge
pastor.luann@fumcmtp.org
Debi Roederer/BethWalker

office.admin@fumcmtp.org
Debbie Carlson

debbie.carlson@fumcmtp.org
Jerry Lalaga, Organist
Jan Hughes, Saturday Night Pianist
Mark Kimzey, Choir Director
Robert Luth, Custodian

FACEBOOK: First United Methodist
Church, Mt. Pleasant - group and page
First United Methodist Church Youth,
Mt. Pleasant – page
FUMC Mt. Pleasant Youth - group

FUMC Mission: Welcome , Equip, Send

We need you:

From
Pastor Dave’s
Desk
Greetings,
What happened to the summer? It seems like just yesterday was July, August flew past (that
may have been due to missing a week to surgery and recovery), Old Threshers ends August and
Introduces us to September. What a joy and celebration it is to have our community overflowing
with people, most of whom seem to be wearing bib overalls. Now that it is over, we can all take
that deep breath, release that sigh of relief and see where God is leading us this fall. For me and
my family, fall is active: cross country, football games with marching band, children’s soccer,
church and community activities that took a break over the summer starting back up.
In all this flurry of activity, remember God is with you. Be on the look for events and activities in our church and ways that you can connect with God and help other connect with God. Sunday School for all ages will be in full swing. The children are doing a rotation model Sunday
School this year, we have several adult classes, starting a introductory Sunday School class that
will be on a 6 week rotation, our afterschool children’s ministry starts, as well as our youth programs. And to sound like an infomercial, “That’s not all, there’s more.”
We are not “doing” programs to be busy; we are about ministry that is making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. I do not expect every ministry we have will be
loved by everybody, but I do expect that every person will have a ministry with which they love
and are passionate. I encourage you, if you aren’t in a small group or ministry team to come and
allow us to help you find one that fits you.

Be bold, be strong,
Pastor Dave
P.S. We have a Task Force group that is using the results from our Church Assessment Tool
(CAT) to help Develop Our Goals (DOG) for our church. This group will look at where we are
and using input from a variety of groups and people, in and around our church work to determine
where and who we need to be and become. Our plan is to present this group’s findings to the
Church Administrative Council in October, so they may use it to help create our goals for 2020 to
be presented at Charge Conference November 3rd.
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To help children succeed
through reading and be
an adult they look up to.
If you would like to learn
more or participate in the
Change a Child’s Story
program please contact:

One of the First United Methodist Church of
Mt. Pleasant’s passions is to help children
grow and excel through enhanced reading
experiences. Our program is called

Barb Kennedy: 319931-0982 or
bkdkmk@mchsi.com

“Change a Child’s Story.”
THANK YOU FOR
YOUR SUPPORT OF
THIS MINISTRY. Here
is one of our students
thanking one of our volunteer readers for caring
for them. Please consider joining us in making a
difference in a child’s
life. We can always use
more volunteer readers.

We are making a difference in the following ways:
*Collaborating with Mt. Pleasant elementary classes to provide
volunteer readers.
*Providing books to area children
*Being a positive mentor for children.

DID YOU KNOW: for every $10 donation we
receive, we are able to purchase $16 worth of
books thanks to an agreement we have with
our book distributer.
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From the desk of Pastor Luann…

Fuel your spiritual flames as we help “fuel” our
local Fellowship Cup food pantry
We are planning a Classic and Collector Car Show to be held in
the parking lot at our church on Sunday, October 6, from 11:00
a.m. - 1:00 p.m. (with a rain date of Oct. 13). Your free-will donation will “fuel” you with lunch and help
“fuel” our local food pantry. Bring the
family, eat with us and enjoy
looking at these special
cars.
The cars will be owned by
members, relatives and friends of our church. If
you have a car or cars you would be willing to have on display
that day, please contact
Matt Schimmelpfennig (319-931-4466)
or Karen Brimhall (319-931-2683).

It’s September! This means that cooler mornings
are upon us. The days are getting a little shorter, and
the kids have all returned to school after their summer vacation. In addition to these obvious truths,
September is also the month in which our children’s
Sunday school program begins. In fact, children’s
Sunday school will begin on Sunday, September 8th
at 9:00 AM!
Over the past few months, several of you have heard me speak about the Rotation Sunday
school. Rotation Sunday school is a new way of teaching our children about Jesus. Each week
the children will be engaged in new activities, which are geared toward teaching them about
Jesus in ways that are fun, interesting, and exciting. Additionally, this program is designed in
such a way that no one teacher is required to teach every week. In fact, if you choose to lead
one of the rotation sessions, you would only need to do so one Sunday every six to seven
weeks. I truly believe this program could be revolutionary in how we think about and teach
our children in Sunday school.

Please share with the church our deep thanks for the
water bottles!!
They have been a big hit today!

Christian education is one of the most important programs that any church could ever have.
In fact, Christian education is vital for a healthy church. The reason for this is not because
children are the future of the church, but rather because they are members of the present
church. These children deserve to be taught about Jesus and his love for them. They deserve

Becky
Rebecca Beckner, PhD
Associate Vice President and Dean of
Students
Iowa Wesleyan University
14

to hear these familiar stories from the Bible, which have become a part of so many of us.
They deserve to hear about those earliest Christians and the immense faith they had when establishing the first Church. We must teach all these truths and stories to our children.

Continued on page 13
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Please Pray For Healing and Support
Up to date as of August 16th, 2019











Bev and Shorty Benge - health concerns
Ava Waterman (Ava Seibert’s aunt), who will need to
have hip surgery
Faith Krause - recovering from surgery (7/26) at home.
Pray for a smooth recovery and for her husband Bruce
through this process.
Bill Marley health concerns
Our shut-ins and residents of Care Centers
Missionaries Drs. Lynn and Sharon Fogelman
Emergency Service providers as they go about their
work.
Our armed service members who are serving throughout the world
IWU students, faculty, and staff. Pray for its impact and importance to the
community and Southeast Iowa.

Continued from page 3
In Proverbs 22:6 we are told, “Train children in the right way, and when old, they will
not stray from it.” This command is one to be taken into the heart of the church as a
whole. Even if we do not have children who are of Sunday school age, there is still so
much that these children can learn about God’s love from us.
Therefore, I pray that as we begin this new Sunday school year, that you would

consider how you might help teach our children so that they will grow up knowing the
ways and promises of God. Christian education is one of the most important programs
a church can have and yet, it often has the lowest number of volunteers who are stepping forward to offer their support. In building up our Christian education program,
we can teach our children about God’s immense love for them. Won’t you help us
teach them? Please reach out to me (Pastor Luann) today and learn more about how
you can help.

Knots of Love Prayer Shawl Ministry - First Thursday of Each Month
Come to knit; Come to Sit. Stay to Pray.
As we gather in community to share our prayer, our stories, the work of our hearts and hands,
we pray for God's blessing on our endeavors:
A blessing to my mind - to be free to enter this time of contemplative
activity...
A blessing to my hands - to be the source of creating something of
beauty and love...
A blessing to my soul - to be open to the promptings of loving and
caring...
A blessing to my yarn - to be shaped into patterns of loving and caring...
A blessing to my needles - to be the holders of stitches as they become a whole garment...
A blessing to my knitting - to be a work of heart and hands, body and spirit...
A blessing on the one who will receive the fruit of my prayer and my knitting...
May this shawl be welcomed in the spirit in which it was knitted...
May we become one with the One who knitted each of us in our mother's womb...
I join my blessing, my prayer and my knitting with women all over the earth in this common effort to bring healing and wholeness, comfort and celebration. Cathleen O’Meara Murtha, DW
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Blessings and peace,
Pastor Luann

SHEseeks
Featuring Margaret Feinberg
Saturday October 12, 2019
Tickets $55 through August 31, 2019
Late Registration Tickets $65.00 starting September 1, 2019
8:45-9:30AM Registration and Refreshments
9:30AM-3:00PM Worship and Featured Speaker
Catered Lunch Provided ~Gifts for each Guest
Hosted by Marion FUMC
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6
Ellen Campbell
Zachary Parker
Helen Rogers
Jeff Ruschill

16
Catherine Bappe
18
Wanda Curtis
Jay Hackett
Paula Kinney

8
Gordon Hackett
Emerson Syfert
Peyton Syfert
1
Brian Carter
Ouida Naylor
Terra Neman
Gary Oldt
2
Jennifer Clark
Lauren MenkeTurbett
William Paine
Josie Thomas
3
Hayden Keefer
Kathy Young
4
Sydney Doak
Emmily Haffarnan
Wayne King
Ray Stigge
Harriet Waters
5
Tim Carson
Betty Fuller

20
Abel Alexander
Eva Ford
Blake White
Breana White

9
Travis Brown
Harrison Enearl
Justin Gesling

21
Richard Cornick

10
Greg Kinney
Deanna Swan
Chase Wilson

22
Mila Howard
23
Cole Burns
Nelly Latta
Joe Miller
Jody Olson
Dianna Roth
Molli Wilson

11
Emily Baccam
13
Susan Eaves
Cooper Pullis
Ann Riley
Joyce Voss
Janet Williamson

24
Matthew Christner
Steve Dovenspike
Savannah Rice
Darrel Ridenour
Gabrielle Wilson

14
Blair Buffington
15
David Beal
Natlie Burgus
Jacob Lowe
Leopold Moeller
Betty Slagell

25
Rebecca Beavers
Randy Keith
Phyllis Klopfenstein
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26
Robert Patterson

Missions
September and October Project

27
Martha Allen
Lucy Lance

FUMC Mission Ministries Team is beginning to collect for the UMCOR Kits

Karley Ruschill

28
Dave Adams
Loraine Baccam
Dixie Crane
Ashley Eaves
Marianne Williams
29
Mike Fitzpatrick
Paul Gugeler
Kaiden Hughell
Leah Roberson
Mike Tometich
30
Doris Aicher
Jean Brombaugh
Ashley Elmore
Kendra Klein

Hygiene Kit Materials










One hand towel (15 x 25 –17 x 27 inches)
No kitchen, cleaning, or microfiber towels
One washcloth
One comb
Must be sturdy with at least 6 inches of teeth
No pocket combs or picks
Rattail and combs with handles are acceptable
but must have at least 6 inches of teeth
One toenail or fingernail clipper
No emery boards or metal nail files
Bath-size soap (3 oz. bar or larger)
No Ivory or Jergen's soap
Do not remove from packaging
One adult toothbrush
Do not remove from packaging
Personal advertising not acceptable
10 adhesive bandages (¾ by 3 inches)
Common household bandages acceptable
One one-gallon size re-sealable bag

Lay out hand towel and lay washcloth flat in center. Place rest of items
on top of washcloth. Fold sides of towel to cover items. Grasp the
bundle tightly and roll over the remainder of the towel tightly. Place the
tightly rolled bundle in plastic bag, remove air and seal.

*VALUE $12 plus $2 shipping
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Hey kids, are you ready for
some Bible adventures? Do you
want to hear Bible stories, play
games, and have fun? If so,
then you’ll want to be a part of

The Chancel Worship Choir will begin its rehearsals on
Wednesday, September 5th, at 6:30 pm.
There is space for you.
Plus, the pews are padded.

KID ADVENTURES CLUB

Mark, our choir director, has been stalking recruiting
IWU student singers.
The hand bell choir under the direction of Jerry
Lalaga will begin practicing on Wednesday,
September 12th at 5:30 p.m.

Who: Children ages Kindergarten through 5th grade
What: Kid Adventures after school club
When: Wednesdays, beginning September 11th, from 3:30 pm until 5:00

This is a place where you can join others and
ring out your joy and happiness and serve
God.

pm

*************************************** **
Greetings Parents of Youth,
As the fall season is approaching and back to school grows more and more in
our vision, FUMC is looking to start up our youth program for Middle School
(grades 6-8) and High School (grades 9-12). As we are working to put programming together that will both be fun and help the youth to grow and mature in
their faith, there are some logistical pieces that need to be put into place as well.
Namely, when will youth meet.
Please take a look at your schedules and your youth’s schedule, compare it with
the options listed below and let me know by text (319) 480-4461, email pastordave@fumcmtp.org, or phone the church 385-1740 which time works best by
Sept. 4.
Wednesday 7-8:30 pm

Sunday 3-4:30 pm

Sunday 7-8:30pm

Thank you for your help and support in this vital ministry of our church. I will
let you all know what is decided before September.
Be bold, be strong,
Pastor Dave
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at First United Methodist
Church, Mt. Pleasant.

Where: First United Methodist Church, 309 N. Main Street in Mount
Pleasant, IA
Why: Because we have a lot of exploring to do!
Parents, if you would like your child to be a part of this FREE Wednesday
after school Kid Adventures Club, please complete the registration form
available at the rear of the Sanctuary. You can also contact Pastor Luann
Benge at the First United Methodist Church by calling (319) 385-1740

Sunday School Begins
9-8-19!
On Sunday, September 8th, the characters of
Deep Blue and the teachers of our Children’s
Christian Education program welcome all back to
the beginning of the 2019-2020 session. Registration forms available at the rear
of the Sanctuary.
Remember, the program begins Sunday,
September 8th, at 9:00 am. We missed seeing
you this summer!!
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August 29 through
September 2
1 - Sunday
10:00 am Worship ONLY
3 - Tuesday
1:30 pm Staff Meeting
5:00 pm Member Guest/Outreach
6:00 pm SPRC
4 - Wednesday
9:00 CCM
5- Thursday
8:30 am Knots of Love
7 - Saturday
5:30 pm Worship
8 - Sunday - Holy Communion
8:00 am Worship in Chapel
9:00 am Sunday School Classes
10:00 am Worship in Sanctuary
10 - Tuesday
1:30 pm Staff Meeting
5:30 pm Missions
6:30 pm Trustees
11 - Wednesday
3:30 pm Kid Adventure Club
5:30 pm Bells
6:30 pm Chancel Choir
12 - Thursday
9:00 am Parents w/out Partners

13 - Friday
10:00 am Card Ministry
14 - Saturday
5:30 pm Worship
15 - Sunday NOISY OFFERING
8:00 am Worship in the Chapel
9:00 am Sunday School Classes
10:00 am Worship in Sanctuary
16 - Monday
6:00 pm Generosity & Stewardship
17 - Tuesday
1:30 pm Staff Meeting
6:00 pm Christian Education
7:00 pm NAMI
18- Wednesday
3:30 am Kid Adventure Club
5:30 pm Bells
6:30 pm Chancel Choir
19 - Thursday
Messenger Deadline
21 - Saturday
5:30 pm Worship
22 - Sunday
8:00 am Worship in Chapel
9:00 am Sunday School Classes
10:00 am Worship in Sanctuary
24 - Tuesday
1:30 pm Staff Meeting
6:00 pm Administrative Council
25 - Wednesday
3:30 am Kid Adventure Club
5:30 pm Bells
6:30 pm Chancel Choir
28 - Saturday
IWU HOMECOMING
5:30 pm Worship
30 - Sunday
8:00 am Worship in Chancel
9:00 am Sunday School Classes
10:00 am Worship in Sanctuary/
IWU Choir
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As our church-member students prepare to begin the 2019-20 academic
year, we ask you to send your school
address to the church office so that we
can remember you with mail care
packages in December and April. Students who turn in their school address
to the church office prior to September 30th, 2019 will receive an extra $5
Subway Gift Card.
We wish all our church-member students a great academic year! We look forward to welcoming you
on weekends!
THE MESSENGER (USPS 341-140) Published monthly

by United Methodist Church, 309 N. Main, Mt. Pleasant,
IA 52641, 319-385-1740, Fax 319-385-1745. Periodical
postage paid at Mt. Pleasant, IA. Subscription price $1.50
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September 15
Evangelize with integrity
Luke 15:1-10

Fall Lectionary Sermon
Series: What Disciples
Do

September 22
Love God more than money
Luke 16:1-13

September 29
September 8
Practice generous financial stewMove beyond nominal Christianity ardship
Luke 14:25-33
1 Timothy 6:6-19
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September Hospitality Team * = Team
Leaders
Jim and Linda Andrew
Eugene and Sandra Christner
Betty Fuller
Betsy Johnston
Ouida Naylor
Matthew Schimmelpfenning
Cindy Watson
Dean and Ellen Campbell
Mason And Nicole Fraker
*Michael and Anita Hampton
Jerry Lalaga
Byron and Jody Olson
Debra Schmidt

Dale Campbell
*Michael and Lesa Fitzpatrick
Jim and Susan Haffarnan
David and Sara Miller
Darrel and Martha Ridenour
*Ava Seibert
Esther Wonderlich
Gary and Carol Dustman
Patricia Goettsche
Matthew and Ashley Hobbs
Matthew and Lisa Miller
Jamie Schadt
Thomas and Anne Weir

If any need for hospitality arises during September, the church office will call one of the members of
the Kitchen Committee. A member of the Kitchen Committee will call the first leader with necessary information and instructions (how many salads, desserts, workers, etc.) If the first leader is unavailable to make the calls and requests, the first leader will call the second leader. The leader will
then call down the monthly list until the need is met (salads, cookies, workers, etc.) By the way, if
you see your name and don’t remember you volunteered for this ministry, you are probably correct.
The names of all current church members were divided and placed into the 12 monthly lists. Think
about it as a benevolent draft. Thank you!
Leaders will be advised of the need, the date of the event and the number of people for whom to
plan. Karol Shaffer and committee have prepared a book, “Gospel of the Kitchen according to
Jean,” that is stored under the microwave in the kitchen and in the church office. Also, the leaders of
the previous month, in this case August, are ready and willing to share their experience and to offer
what support and help they can.
WANTED!!

Anyone with a heart to serve interested in sewing back to school bags for children in the
USA!!

All fabric is pre-cut and easy directions are provided. The machine sewing can be done by a novice (2 pieces of fabric PER BAG-1 for the bag & 1 for the single strap). You may sew any number
of bags-just a few or many. Materials & a sign-up sheet are on the table display in the Upper
Fireside room. Completed bags are due back to UMC by October 15th so they can be filled with
supplies before the in-Gathering. Call Madonna Worden at (319)631-2147 with any questions or
requests. I’d be happy to bring you material/instructions, pick up finished bags or show you

how to sew the bags.
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Do you have any membership
care news which needs to be
shared? If so, please send the
information to Debbie Carlson,
our finance and membership
care coordinator. You may
reach Debbie via email at
debbie.carlson@fumcmtp.org,
or by phoning the church office
at (319) 385-1740. The church
office hours are 9:00 AM until
12:00 PM and 1:00 PM until
3:00 PM Monday through Friday.

BUDGET NEWS
July 2018 — Current Budget
Beginning Bank Balance
$ 3,100.69
Income:
Pledges/Giving
Restricted Fund Income
PEF Finance Transfer
Other Income
ACH for Mission
Total Income
Expenses:
Operating Expenses
Apportionments Paid
Liability Difference

28,767.56

$

8,000.00
1,137.84
799.30
38,704.70

$

30,778.67
7,140.00
(1,829.13)

Ending Bank Balance

$

2,057.59

Liabilities:
Apportionments
Withholdings/CC

$

(3.570.00)
(2,142.75)

Funds Available

$

(3,655.16)

CHURCH ATTENDANCE

July 2018—Missions Budget
Beginning Bank Balance
$ 15,533.20
Received
Disbursements

Ending Bank Balance

1,527.18
(5,855.84)

$ 11, 204.54

Liabilities:
Apportionments
Funds Available

0.00
$

11,204.54
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July 21
July 22
Total:

5:30 p.m..
10:00 a.m.

32
114
146

July 28
July 20
Total:

5:30 p.m..
10:00 a.m.

25
92
117

August 4
August 5
Total:

5:30 p.m..
10:00 a.m.

50
85
135

July 11
July 12
Total:

5:30 p.m.
10:00 a.m.

30
104
134

