
First Church was founded in 1836 
 

    Our Mission Statement 
 

“Make a Difference in Someone’s  
Life Today” 

Welcome, Equip, Send 
 

Our Worship Schedule: 
 

Saturday 
  5:30 pm in Fellowship Hall 

Sunday 

8:00 am Worship  
9:00 am Sunday School  

August thru May 
Children’s Sunday School &  

Adult Study Groups   
10:00 am Worship 

 

Office Hours: Monday - Friday 
9:00 am to 12:00 noon 

1:00 pm to 3:00 pm 
Phone: (319) 385-1740 

Fax: (319) 385-1745 
Web Site:  www.firstmethodistonline.org 

Our Staff 
 

Rev. David Bracht-Wagner, Senior Pastor 
pastordave@fumcmtp.org  

 

Pastor Luann Benge  
pastor.luann@fumcmtp.org 

 

Debi Ann Roederer/Beth Walker 
office.admin@fumcmtp.org 

 

Debbie Carlson 
debbie.carlson@fumcmtp.org 

 

Jerry Lalaga, Organist  
 

Jan Hughes, Saturday Night Pianist 
 

Mark Kimzey,  Choir Director 
 

Robert Luth, Custodian  
 

FACEBOOK:  First United Methodist 
Church, Mt. Pleasant - group and page 

 

First United Methodist Church Youth,  
Mt. Pleasant – page 

 

 

Information for the October 
Messenger is due Monday, October 21st 

~ Postage paid periodicals Mt. Pleasant, IA ~   

October 2019 Edition Vol. 82,  No. 10             309 N. Main, Mt. Pleasant, IA  52641 

The MESSENGER                    

FUMC Mission: Welcome, Equip, Send 

mailto:pastordjs@fumcmtp.org
mailto:Office.Admin@fumcmtp.org


2 

 

Greetings, 
  
October places us in the full swing of Fall.  Major League Baseball playoffs start, football at 
all levels is in mid-season with teams vying for championships, and I’m told hockey has start-
ed.  However, sports are not the only activities in full swing.  You have marching band, cross 
country, school, community events, and church. 
 In the life of the church, October means we are in the second month of Sunday school, we 
are in our 5th week of our Fall Sermon Series “What Disciples Do”, Kids Adventure is run-
ning and many other church happenings.  Also, the month of October tends to be when most 
churches run their stewardship campaigns.  I know as we enter an election year, campaign 
may not be a word people want to hear, so let’s focus on stewardship.  Stewardship is how we 
care for that with which God has blessed us. 
 For the stewardship that individual members and the congregation as a whole have done, 
there needs to be expressed a big THANK YOU!!  Thank you for the gifts you have given to 
support the ministries of First UMC Mt. Pleasant.  Thank you for your presence at church 
events, from worship and Sunday School to committee meetings and potlucks.  You being 
there makes a difference.  Thank you for your service and witness; from the Fellowship Cup 
and Old Threshers to parades and your work in our community.  Most importantly, thank you 
for your prayers.  Prayers asking that God bless our church, our ministries, our members, and 
our pastors.  Thank you and be thinking about how you will be a steward in the coming year.  
Will you be a small group leader for youth?  Will you read to children in school?  Will you be 
a member of our prayer team?  How will you be a steward of all that God has given you? 
 
Be bold, be strong, 
 
Pastor Dave 
 
 
P.S. The CAT/DOG Task Force will be presenting their recommendations for the direction(s) 
and goals for our church to the Ad. Council at the end of October.  The Ad Council will use 
these recommended goals to help shape and create our church goals for 2020 to be presented 
at Charge Conference November 3rd. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION UPDATE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kid Adventures Club is off to a great start!  The kids are having a 

blast each week as we explore the Bible and discover God’s love for us.  If you 
would like to support Kid Adventures Club in any way, please contact Pastor Luann 
to discuss the opportunities for helping with this fantastic and much needed minis-

try!  

From  

  Pastor Dave’s  

       Desk 
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Sunday school has officially begun!  We began Sunday 
school on September 8th, and so far, the children are 
enjoying the changes we made to the children’s Sun-
day school program.  However, there is still time and 
opportunity for you to become involved! If you would 
like to offer your assistance and/or support in helping 
our Sunday school to grow, please see Pastor Luann 
to discuss the ways in which you can help!  Together, 

CHANGE A CHILD’S STORY READERS AND SUP-
PORTERS 

 
It’s time to gear up for fall student reading!  Please con-
tact Barb kennedy via e-mail bkdkmk@mchsi.com to sign 
up again to read in the Mount Pleasant Community 
Schools.  Barb will be working on the fall schedule in the 
near future.  If you have never volunteered, this is your 
opportunity to join this ministry and Change a Child’s 
Story - Change a Child’s Life.  For those who do not use 
e-mail, you may reach Barb at 319-385-8103.  WE CAN AL-
WAYS USE DONATIONS TOWARDS THE PURCHASE 
OF BOOKS.   We have given children 4,551 books since 
the beginning of this ministry due to your generosity.  
Thank you for all of your support. 
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            Please Pray For Healing and Support  
          Up to date as of September 16th, 2019 

 
 Bev and Shorty Benge - health concerns 
 Ava Waterman (Ava Seibert’s aunt), who will have to have hip sur-
gery  
 Faith Krause - Pray for a smooth recovery and for her husband Bruce 
as she begins radiation treatment. 
 Pastor Melisa Bracht-Wagner for recovery and strength from her win  
    over cancer. 
 Our shut-ins who are homebound those in  Care Centers 
 Missionaries Drs. Lynn and Sharon Fogelman  
 Our armed service members who are serving throughout the world. 
 Emergency Service providers as they go about their work. 
 Pray for those who have been affected by natural disasters 

 Iowa Wesleyan University and its impact and importance to the community and Southeast Io-
wa. 

 
Our Prayers of Celebration 
 
Our Prayers for Christian Sympathy and Love 
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Together, let us pray for the Church and for the World, 
 
For the Church universal --- its leaders, its members, and it mission… 

 Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers. Silent prayer 
 

For the people of this congregation… 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers. Silent prayer 
 

For those who suffer and those in trouble… 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers. Silent prayer 

 
For the concerns of this local community… 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers. Silent prayer 
 
For the world, its peoples, and its leaders… 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers. Silent Prayer 

My youngest daughter, Lydia, is an avid lover of fall and winter.  Each year, 
usually around mid to late summer, she begins counting down the days until the 
first day of fall.  For many years, particularly when she was younger, she fully ex-
pected that on the first day of fall, the temperature would drastically drop from 80 
degrees down to 40 degrees.  This was her anticipation because she expected imme-
diate results when the season officially changed from summer to fall; however, 
when this expectation did not become a reality, she took issue with it and did not 
understand it. Therefore, she was disappointed, and even discouraged. My husband 
and I would gently remind Lydia that some changes require time in order to happen 
properly and effectively.  The changing of the seasons is one of those. Now that she 
is older, Lydia better understands how the seasons truly work in that there is a grad-
ual transition from one season to the other, and not a sharp pivot. 

This high expectation for immediate change causes me to think of the 
church.  Sometimes it can be easy for the church to think along the same lines as my 
young daughter.  When we try something new or make changes to our programs, we 
anticipate immediate results and we have high expectations as to what those results 
should be.  Even so, just as with the transition of the seasons, the results we are 
looking for will not be immediate. Such changes do not occur overnight; these tran-
sitions take time. 

Here are First UMC, we have several programs which are in the beginning 
stages change process. We have recently made significant changes to our children’s 
Sunday school program. There have been changes made to our Kid Adventures 
Club program.  We are making changes within several of our committees here at the 
church. Even though all these changes are positive and for the better, 
the results we are anticipating will not happen overnight. We are in a 
period of transition and in order for these transitions to happen posi-
tively and effectively, time is a necessity.  Therefore, I encourage us 
all to be patient and supportive as we implement these changes. Let’s 
continue to work together so that these changes can take root, and in 
doing so, we will see these changes transition into the results we de-
sire. 
 

Blessings and peace, 
Pastor Luann 
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The hand bell choir under the direction of Jerry 
Lalaga has begun practicing on Wednesdays at 
5:30 p.m. 
 
This is a place where you can join others and 
ring out your joy and happiness and serve God. 

October 2019 Hospitality Team  * = Team Leaders 
 

*Tom and Martha Allen    Jeffrey and Rebecca Beavers  
Rachel Bebb       Ervin and Ruth Ann Berkshire 
Anthony and Angela Blint   Cheryl Borders     
Julie Brown        Susan Clark         
Melissa Crew       Peggy Crew         
David and Wanda Curtis    Kevin and Diane Dunsmore   
Jennifer Hunold      Tobin and Fran Jacks 
Randall and Linda Keith                 Robert and Jane Kinney     
Stewart Kinney       Jill Kirby   
Richard and Joanne McCabe           Richard III & Brooke McClellan  
Robert Patterson                               *Denton and Jean Reschly 
Jeanette Rice                                    Marilyn Ridinger 
Debra Rodgers                            Clara Ryan   
*Jason and Debra Smith    Mark and Susie Stalder                 
Christine Stauffer                           Nancy Stevens                                 
Carol Swailes                Joseph and Nicole Syfert 
 
If any need for hospitality arises during October, the church 
office will call the Kitchen Coordinator for the month, Karol 
Shaffer who will then contact the month’s hospitality team 
leaders with necessary information and instructions (how many 
salads, desserts, workers, etc.)  If the first leader is unavailable 
to make the calls and requests, the first leader will call the sec-
ond leader.  The leader will then call down the monthly list un-
til the need is met (salads, cookies, workers, etc.)   By the way, 
if you see your name and don’t remember you volunteered for 
this ministry, you are probably correct.  The names of all current church members 
were divided and placed into the 12 monthly lists.  Think about it as a benevolent 
draft.  Thank you! 
 Leaders will be advised of the need, the date of the event and the number of people 
for whom to plan.  Karol Shaffer and Jean Evans have prepared a book, “Gospel of the 
Kitchen according to Jean,” that is stored under the microwave in the kitchen and in 
the church office.  Also, the leaders of the previous month, in this case August, are 
ready and willing to share their experience and to offer what support and help they 
can.   

FYI—The office hours of the church are now set as: 
Monday through Friday 
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon  
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Please remember and use the  
answering option at the 

church if no one answers the 
phone or write a note if no 

one is present. 

The Chancel Worship Choir has be-
gun its rehearsals on Wednesdays at 
6:30 pm. 
 

There is space for you. 
Plus, the pews are padded. 

 

 

We’re all ready to learn.  
Are you ready to teach us?  

The Kid Adventures Club and 
Sunday School program are in 
great need of co-teachers and 
assistants.  If you have a love 

of children and youth in 
your heart, let the love out 
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Fall Stewardship Start will be October 5 & 6.  We will 
rev up the engines of our stewardship drive the same 
day as the Classic & Collector Car Show hosted by the 
Twenty-Forty Sunday School Class.  The worship 
theme is Pass on our Faith to our Family and the title is 
Disciples take their Faith Home.  You can only take 
home your own car, but hopefully those classic and col-
lector cars will connect us to our own passions and re-
mind us to be good stewards. 
 
 
The Stewardship Drive will end on Stewardship Week-
end, November  23 & 24, where we will have collected 
all the pledge cards.  That is Christ the King Sunday 
where our worship them will be Make Christ the Center 
of Everything and the sermon title is Disciples Give 
Ultimate Allegiance to Christ. 
 
 
Look for your letter and pledge card in your mail.  Pray about how you will respond. 

YOUth Small Group Leaders needed 
 

FUMC YOUth need YOU to help.  We are needing adults of all ages to help lead our 

YOUth SGs (that’s Small Groups).   

   QUALIFICATIONS 

     *Love Jesus 

     *Passion to help YOUng people grow and develop their faith 

     *Ability to say, “I don’t know that answer, but let’s find it together.” 

     *Have a Heart for YOUth: willing to listen to, talk with, walk along side 

     *Need to be at least 18 to work with Middle School YOUth or 20 to   

       work with Sr. High YOUth.  Must be younger than Methuselah.. 

 

YOUng people need to give their input on people YOU would like to have lead YOU. 

 

Those interested contact Pastor Dave—pastordave@fumcmtp.org or 

319.480.4461.  Pastor Dave will be recruiting.  Pray about how YOU will answer. 



1 
Waunita Gibbons 
Matthew Mallams 

Brady Sartorius 
2  

Rosie Rogers 
Kelsey DeWitt (nee Smith) 

3 
Matthew Borders 

Joshua Lees 
Grace Lefever 

John Millspaugh 

4 
Garret Burgus 
Adam Humble 
Erin Humble 

Richard Kinney 
Jeffery Thomas 

5 
Jessica Streeter 

7 
Robert Gholson 

Edward Peterson 
9 

Luke Beal 
Hugh Miller 

Robert Parks 
Vanessa Perez 

10 
Dana Parker 
Mary White 

11 
Grace Davis 

Renee Smith 
12 

Nolan Hunold 
13 

Jenna Gilmore 
14 

Tom Allen 
Ava Seibert 

15 
Corey Calhoun 

16 
Joslyn Bryant 

Anita Hampton 
Mariella McClellan 

17 
Peggy Hickenbottom 

 18 
Patricia Rod 

19 

Matthew Hobbs 
Leslie Taylor 

21 
Anthony Blint 
Debbie Graber 

23 
Nancy Stevens 

 24 
Irene Norris 

25 
Christner, Gavin 

Lee Davis 

26 
Gloria Bishop 
Ashley Cole 
Steve Heise 
Brock Palar 

Jerald Ruschill 
27 

Knox Caulk 
Alex Huisman 

28 
Jim Andrew 

Emily Hunold 
29 

Brian Smith 
Marlene Statler 

30 
Samantha Decker 
Shyanne Johnston 

31 
Lindsay Honts 

Reece McNamee 
Nicole Syfert 

6 
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Missions 
September and October Project 

 

Hygiene Kit Materials 

 One hand towel (15 x 25 –17 x 27 inches)  

  No kitchen, cleaning, or microfiber towels  

 One washcloth 

 One large, sturdy comb  

  Must be sturdy with at least 6 inches of teeth 

 One toenail or fingernail clipper  

  No emery boards or metal nail files  

 Bath-size soap (3 oz. bar or larger)  

  No Ivory or Jergen's soap 

  Do not remove from packaging 

 One new adult toothbrush  

  Do not remove from packaging 

  Personal advertising not acceptable 

 10 adhesive bandages (¾ by 3 inches)  

  Common household bandages acceptable  

 One one-gallon size re-sealable bag 

Lay out hand towel 
and lay washcloth flat 
in center. Place rest of 
items on top of wash-
cloth. Fold sides of 
towel to cover items. 
Grasp the bundle 
tightly and roll over the 
remainder of the towel 
tightly. Place the tight-
ly rolled bundle in 
plastic bag, remove air 
and seal. 

“Anyone sewing student school bags, 
please return them to the church by 
October 15th.  Thank-you” 

“A Classic and Collector Car Show 
 

Sunday, October 6 
11:00 am—1:00 pm 

Mt. Pleasant FUMC Parking Lot 
 
We will be grilling for lunch…. Sandwiches 
and extras will be available. So… not only 
will be “FUEL” your spiritual flames by 
attending church if you  wish … with your 
free-will donation for lunch, we will 
“FUEL” our local Fellowship Cup food pan-
try! 
 
Hosted by the Twenty-Forty Sunday School 
Class 
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Scripture Readings - Lectionary Sermon Series 
 What Disciples Do 
 

October 6th 
Pass on faith to our family 
2 Timothy 1:1-14 
 

October 13th 
Redeem our current circumstances 
Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7 
 

October 20th 
Grapple with God and faith 
Genesis 32:22-31 
 

October 27th  
Leave judgment to God 
Luke 18:9-14 
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 1 - Tuesday  
   1:30 pm Staff Meeting 
   5:00 pm  Member Guest/Outreach 
   6:00 pm SPRC 
 2 - Wednesday 
  3:30 pm      Kid Adventure Club 
  5:30 pm      Bells 
  6:30 pm      Chancel Choir 
 3 - Thursday 
  8:30 am      Knots of Love 
 5 - Saturday 
  5:30 pm      Worship 
 6 - Sunday   World Communion Sunday 
   8:00 am Worship in Chapel 
   9:00 am Sunday School Classes 
 10:00 am Worship in Sanctuary 
     11:00 am    Twenty-Forty Car Show 
 8 - Tuesday  
   1:30 pm Staff Meeting 
   5:30 pm Missions 
   6:30 pm Trustees 
 9 - Wednesday 
      9:00 am    CCM 
    11:30 am    Love Circle at Sunnybrook 
  3:30 am     Kid Adventure Club 
  5:30 pm     Bells 
  6:30 pm     Chancel Choir 
10 - Thursday 
      9:00 am     Parents Without Partners 
11 -  Friday 
 10:00 am  Card Ministry 
12 - Saturday 

  5:30 pm      Worship 
13 - Sunday     
   8:00 am Worship in the Chapel 
   9:00 am Sunday School Classes 
 10:00 am Worship in Sanctuary 
  2:30 pm     Installation of new DS 
14 - Monday 
  6:00 pm      Cat/Dog Task Force 
15 - Tuesday 
      1:30 pm   Staff Meeting 
16 - Wednesday 
  3:30 am      Kid Adventure Club 
  5:30 pm      Bells 
  6:30 pm      Chancel Choir 
17–Thursday 
       5:00 pm     Change A Child’s Story 
19 - Saturday 
  5:30 pm Worship—Noisy Offering 
20 - Sunday—Noisy Offering 
   8:00 am Worship in Chapel 
   9:00 am Sunday School Classes 
 10:00 am Worship in Sanctuary 
21-  Monday  Messenger Deadline 
   6:00 pm  Generosity Team  
22 - Tuesday 
  1:30 pm      Staff Meeting 
  6:00 pm      Administrative Council 
23 - Wednesday  
  3:30 am       Kid Adventure Club 
  5:30 pm       Bells 
  6:30 pm       Chancel Choir 
26 - Saturday 
   5:30 pm Worship 
27 - Sunday 
   8:00 am Worship in Chancel 
   9:00 am Sunday School Classes 
 10:00 am Worship in Sanctuary 
29 -  Tuesday 
  1:30 pm       Staff meeting 
30 -  Wednesday 
   3:30 am Kid Adventure Club 
   5:30 pm Bells 
   6:30 pm Chancel Choir 

1st UMC 

    

 CHURCH ATTENDANCE 
   
   

Aug 31 5:30 p.m.     No Service 

Sept 1 8:00 a.m.     No Service 

Sept 1 10:00 a.m.      39 

Total        39 

 

Sept 7 5:30 p.m.       18 

Sept 8 8:00 a.m.       25 

Sept 8 10:00 a.m.    106 

Total      149 

 

Sept 14 5:30 p.m.       24 

Sept 15 8:00 a.m.       24 

Sept 15 10:00 a.m.    114 

Total          162 

 

Sept 21 5:30 p.m.      17 

Sept 22 8:00 a.m.      30 

Sept 22 10:00 a.m.   107 

Total          154 

 
                

BUDGET NEWS 
 

August 2019 — Current Budget 

Beginning Balance        $   4,369.38 

Income:  

        Pledges/Giving                 24,712.18 

       Other Income            1,779.21   

Total Income                           $  26,491.39 

 Expenses:                             (30,866.90) 

 Liability Difference              2,049.64 

Ending Balance                   $   2,043.51 

 Liabilities:  

 Withholdings/CC            $   (2,129.59) 

Funds Available:                   $       (86.08) 

 

August 2019—Missions Budget  

Beginning Balance        $  11,350.98 

Received:                                  2,178.50 

Disbursements:                         (2,453.00) 

Funds Available:           $ 11,076.48 

Membership Care 
Do you have any membership care 
news which needs to be shared?  If so, 
please send the information to Debbie 
Carlson, our membership care coordina-
tor.  You may reach Debbie via email at  
debbie.carlson@fumcmtp.org, or by 
phoning the church office at (319) 385-
1740.  The church office hours are 9:00 
AM until 12:00 PM and 1:00 PM until 
3:00 PM Monday through Friday.  
Please leave a message for Debbie 
Carlson.   

Did you know that our Sunday 
School Donations support Heifer 

Project International?   


